English 262G – 03
The Art of Literature

M/W/F 9:00-9:50
Instructor: 

Robert Collins




robert.collins002@umb.edu

Classroom: 

Wheatley 01-0052
Office Hours:

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 - 11:00 am
and by appointment

Office Number:
Wheatley 06-044
Course Wiki:

artoflit.wikispaces.umb.edu

We will be using the wiki (if only for clerical tasks), so find it and bookmark it!

Required Texts
You must have these texts. You must bring them to class. They are both available at the UMB bookstore and can be easily found online. If you purchase them online, be absolutely sure you have the same edition as below, as content, translation and pagination will vary by edition. We must all be on the same page.
Notes from Underground by Fyodor Dostoevsky. Translated by Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky. Vintage, 1993. ISBN: 9780679734529
A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. New Directions, 2004. ISBN: 9780811216029
There will also be many readings that I will distribute online, via the course wiki. You may print them out or read them on some or another electronic device, so long as you have the text with you in class on the day we discuss it. YOU MUST BRING THE TEXT WITH YOU TO CLASS. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT.
The Course (Within the Classroom)
In this course – an intermediate seminar – we’ll be studying literature. The important questions for our study will be: What is it? Why should we read the stuff? What do we get out of it? Most importantly, how can we talk about it with other people? The course will be divided up by the four big genres of literature (short story, novel, drama, poetry), but for at least one assignment you’ll be asked to cross genre lines and write about a play next to, say, a short story.

This course will have two focuses. On the one hand, we’ll be learning how to interpret things (in this case literature, but my hope is that you’ll also be able to interpret other things by the time you leave). This means you’ll take a body of facts which are self-evidently true – words in a certain order, or a certain sequence of events that happen to fictional people – and you’ll speculate about what those facts mean, or why they are the way they are as opposed to the many other ways they could have been. On the other hand, we’ll be practicing rhetoric, which is the art of getting people to believe the same thing as you. In this course, that means that you’ll be trying to persuade me and your classmates that your interpretation of the facts is the correct one through in-class discussion and essay writing. Every Friday we’ll be working on both of these focuses explicitly, and we’ll work on applying them to stories on Mondays and Wednesdays.
It is expected – though not required – that one of the papers that you write for this course will contribute to the portfolio that you submit to satisfy UMB’s WPE requirement. With this in mind, I will be assessing your writing by the standards used by the WPE – the “Elements of Proficiency”. I’ll be distributing a hard copy of these elements when the time comes, but you can learn more at the WPE website:

http://www.umb.edu/wpe
Attendance: You should certainly come to class on time every day having read the assigned material. My attendance policy is like this: You may miss five classes without penalty (late work notwithstanding). After your sixth absence (which is two weeks of classes) I will lower your final grade by a letter and send you a polite but firm email saying so. If you miss seven classes you will fail the course, and I will send you an email (no less politely) recommending that you drop the course if that’s an option. This is not negotiable. 
If you think you have a legitimate reason for missing class and documentation to prove it, please let me know before the day that you will miss. If there is an emergency and documentation, please get in touch with me and I’ll see what can be done.

Grading: Your grade will be determined like this:
Paper 1 — Close Reading: 10%

Paper 2 — Criticism: 25%

Paper 3 — Juxtaposition: 15%

Final Presentation — Poetry Reading: 15%

Weekly Lit Review: 15%

Participation: 10%

Attendance: 10%

These are numbers, of course, but I’ll be assigning your writing a letter grade, and at the end of the course you’ll get a letter grade. Here’s how the numbers and the letters turn into each other:

	A+
	100

	A
	97

	A-
	93

	A-/B+
	90

	B+
	88

	B
	85

	B-
	83

	B-/C+
	80

	C+
	78

	C
	75

	C-
	73

	C-/D+
	70

	D+
	67

	D
	63

	D-
	60


The Course (Within the University)
About the intermediate seminar program: Intermediate Seminars offer students with 30 or more credits the opportunity to work on essential university capabilities in small-sized courses that are often thematic or problem-oriented and interdisciplinary in nature.  Designed in part to help students prepare for the Writing Proficiency Requirement, Intermediate Seminars put special emphasis on critical reading, thinking, and writing.  They focus on other essential capabilities as appropriate to the course and might therefore include attention to library research and information technology, collaborative learning, oral presentation, and academic self-assessment.  Students who practiced reading, writing, and critical thinking in a First Year Seminar at UMass Boston will practice them at a more advanced level in the Intermediate Seminar.

Only ONE Intermediate Seminar may be taken for credit.  If you have taken another 200G-level course in any department at UMB, you cannot receive credit for this one.

Prerequisites:  English 101, English 102, First Year Seminar (or waiver), and 30 credits.  The First Year Seminar is automatically waived for students who enter UMB with 30 or more transfer credits.   Because these are intensive reading and writing courses, some students may find it helpful to enroll in CRW 221 to further develop their skills with college-level writing before taking an Intermediate Seminar.   Discuss your situation with the instructor if you have any questions about these prerequisites or your readiness for the work in this course.

The Writing Proficiency Requirement: Except for students in the College of Management, all UMass Boston undergraduates complete the University’s Writing Proficiency Requirement through the Writing Proficiency Evaluation (WPE).  The Writing Proficiency Requirement is not the same as the writing placement test you may have taken when you entered UMass Boston. The WPE can be met through either an examination or a take-home essay submitted along with a portfolio of papers written for UMB courses.  See the WPR website:

http://www.umb.edu/academics/vpass/undergraduate_studies/writing_proficiency/
for more details about the exam and portfolio options and dates.   Students who have not already satisfied the WPR should arrange to take the exam or submit a portfolio shortly after completing this course.

Support services for Intermediate Seminar students: The Academic Support Office offers both individual tutoring and drop-in workshops for students who need help with the critical reading, thinking and writing skills necessary for success in General Education courses such as this one.  More information is available online:

http://www.umb.edu/academics/vpass/academic_support/tutoring/rwssc/
or at their Campus Center office (CC1-1300).   The Ross Center for Disability Services (CCUL-0211) provides accommodations and educational resources for students with demonstrated needs, as outlined on their website :

http://www.umb.edu/academics/vpass/disability/  
Should you be eligible for these services, you should contact the Ross Center right away so that their staff can help you identify appropriate accommodations in this and other courses.  Finally, if it appears that you might not pass this Intermediate Seminar and if the instructor cannot figure out how to support your success in the course, the instructor might inform one of the University advisers working with the Student Referral Program. This strictly confidential program is part of an early warning system designed to help students address personal and academic difficulties that may interfere with their progress in the University. 

Assessment of these courses:  In addition to course evaluation forms that are routinely administered at the end of each course at UMass Boston, Intermediate Seminar students are asked to complete a self-assessment questionnaire addressing their progress as critical thinkers and writers.  Additionally, each term an assessment committee will look at randomly chosen student writing from a small sample of Intermediate Seminars.  Please save all your writing in this course so that, if you are chosen, you will have your work available.  The purpose of this evaluation is to improve the program and to improve particular courses as necessary, not to evaluate individual students.  You may remove your name from your papers if you prefer to submit them anonymously.

Student plagiarism and classroom behavior:  Students are expected to abide by the University’s Code of Student Conduct in all their classes at UMass Boston (http://www.umb.edu/life_on_campus/policies/code/).  Plagiarism is a particularly serious violation, as outlined in the Academic Honesty section of the code (section VI), and will not be tolerated in this class.   In addition to the specific violations of student conduct itemized in section VII of the code, we urge all students to be mindful of broad standards of civility. Offensive and insulting behavior undermines the sense of community that the Intermediate Seminars strive to build. Class discussion and group projects can be productive only in a climate of respect for the opinions and beliefs of all.  A healthy exchange about issues may include disagreement about ideas, but it must not demean the character or background of the individuals holding those ideas.  
The Schedule

These are the things that you should have read by the time we meet on the day they are listed.
The schedule is subject to change at any time. You can expect to receive ample time to adjust to whatever changes I make.

In general, you should read these in the order that they appear on the syllabus. When this is especially important I will try to remind the day before they’re due.
UNIT ONE: Short Stories, Literary Elements, Close Reading
Week One:

Jan. 
27: 
Syllabus Day
29:
Introduction
31:
Introduction: Facts and Claims
Week Two:  

Feb. 
 3:
Character



Zadie Smith —“The Girl with Bangs” 
Langston Hughes — “Who’s Passing for Who?”
Herman Melville — “The Lightning-Rod Man” 

Add/Drop ends
5:
Point of View


Ernest Hemingway — “Hills Like White Elephants” 





Vladimir Nabokov — “Signs and Symbols”

7:
Close Reading & Interpretation
Week Three:

Feb. 
10:
Setting



Marcel Proust — from Swann’s Way 






Jamaica Kincaid — “Girl”


12: 
Theme




David Foster Wallace — “My Appearance” 




Aesop — Fables (In-class handout)


14: 
The Thesis Statement
Week Four:

Feb. 
17: 
PRESIDENT’S DAY: NO CLASS
19: 
Plot



Sherman Alexie — “What You Pawn I Will Redeem” 







Jhumpa Lahiri — “Gogol” 


21:
Editing and Revision
Bring a good working draft of paper #1 to class today.
UNIT TWO: Notes from Underground, Criticism
Week Five: 

Feb.
24: 
Notes pp. 3-26


PAPER #1 DUE


26:
Notes pp. 26-41

28:
Criticism/MLA Workshop
Week Six:

Mar. 
3:
Notes pp. 42-70
5:
Notes pp. 71-98

7:
Criticism Workshop
Week Seven:

Mar.
10:
Notes pp. 99-130
12:
Foreword to Notes, pp. vii-xxiii
14:
Criticism Workshop
Week X:


SPRING BREAK

Week Eight:

Mar.
24:
Paper #2 Conferences (No class)
26:
Paper #2 Conferences (No class)

28:
Editing and Revision



Bring a good working draft of Paper #2 to class today.
UNIT THREE: A Streetcar Named Desire, Juxtaposition
Week Nine
Mar. 
31:
Streetcar, Scene 1 (3-28)


PAPER #2 DUE

Apr.
2:
Streetcar, Scenes 2-3 (29-69)
4:
On Juxtaposition
Course Withdrawal; Pass/Fail Deadline 

Week Ten
Apr. 
7:
VETERAN’S DAY — NO CLASS
9:
Streetcar, Scenes 4-8 (70-138)

10:
PASS/FAIL AND WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE


11:
Week Eleven
Apr. 
14:
Streetcar, Scenes 9-10 (139-162)
16: 
Beckett — Play (Film – In-class screening)

18:
Editing and Revision Workshop


As ever, bring a good working draft of Essay #3 to class today.
UNIT FOUR:  Poetry, Incantations
All readings for our poetry unit with the exception of the Borges essay will distributed and read in class, which means that after the 23rd you’ll have no more reading to do at home for this class.
Week Twelve
Apr. 
21:
PATRIOT’S DAY — NO CLASS
23:
Borges — “Poetry”

PAPER #3 DUE


25:
TBD
Week Thirteen
Apr.
28:
TBD
30:
TBD
May
2:
TBD
Week Fourteen
May
5: 
TBD
7:
TBD
9: 
TBD
Week Fifteen
May
12: Final Presentations
May
14: Last day of class: evaluations and reflections.
